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Why am I still doing TS GOLD???? 
1302.33 (b)(1) A program must conduct standardized and structured assessments, which may be observation-
based or direct, for each child that provide ongoing information to evaluate the child’s developmental level 
and progress in outcomes aligned to the goals described in the Head Start Early Learning Child Outcomes 
Framework: Ages Birth to Five. Such assessments must result in usable information for teachers, home 
visitors, and parents and be conducted with sufficient frequency to allow for individualization within the 
program year. 

We utilize the Teaching Strategies GOLD on-site assessment to ensure the meeting of 1302.33(b)(1).  Since 
our program year does not end until July 24th, teachers continue to assess each child in order to facilitate 
individualization within the classroom activities.  Teaching Strategies GOLD works with the Creative 
Curriculum so it takes the guess work out of planning! 

1302.44 (b)(2) Teachers regularly communicate with parents to ensure they are well-informed about their 
child’s routines, activities, and behavior; 

It is important for the teacher and parent to be “on the same page.”  This can be accomplished through 
regular communication regarding the child’s progress and response to the classroom lesson plan.  Find out 
from the parent the best way to communicate.  Protect FERPA standards by only sharing child information 
with the legal guardians.   

1302.102 (c)(2)(ii) Ensure child-level assessment data is aggregated and analyzed at least three times a year, 
including for sub-groups, such as dual language learners and children with disabilities, as appropriate, except 
in programs operating fewer than 90 days, and used with other program data described in paragraph (c)(2)(iv) 
of this section to direct continuous improvement related to curriculum choice and implementation, teaching 
practices, professional development, program design and other program decisions, including changing or 
targeting scope of services; 

Child assessment data is used continuously for individualization within the classroom, however, it is the 
responsibility of the grantee – LSUHSC – to analyzed child data as a group to plan for future improvement.  
Therefore, the TS GOLD data is reviewed 3 times a year to identify support needs such as training and areas 
for mentor coaching.    



 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a Federal law 
that protects the privacy of student education records. The law applies to 
all schools that receive funds under an applicable program of the U.S. 
Department of Education. 

FERPA gives parents certain rights with respect to their children's 
education records. These rights transfer to the student when he or she 
reaches the age of 18 or attends a school beyond the high school level. 
Students to whom the rights have transferred are "eligible students." 

• Parents or eligible students have the right to inspect and review the student's education records 
maintained by the school. 

• Parents or eligible students have the right to request that a school correct records which they believe to 
be inaccurate or misleading.  

• Generally, schools must have written permission from the parent or eligible student in order to release 
any information from a student's education record. 

For additional information, you may call 1-800-USA-LEARN (1-800-872-5327) 

Do’s Don’ts 
Do ask yourself: 

• Am I sharing student information? 
• Can someone personally identify my student 

from this information? 
Do I have parental consent? 
Do shred student documents before disposal 
Do use educational technology pre-approved by 
your school 

 
Don’t use personal technology for student 
information 
Don’t publicly post students’ personal information 
online 
Don’t hold private conversations about a child with 
their parent in front of other parents 

 

Tips for Observations 
• Document what you SEE and HEAR 
• Best to focus on one child and one event/activity at a time while you are learning how to document. 
• Focus the documentation on what the child says and does, not so much on what you as teacher said and did.  
• Be specific. (what hand was used; words in quotes)  
• Look for observations across domains (social/emotional; physical; language; cognition; literacy; math) 

Observation Notes 
Boyd is playing outside on the yard. He was standing on 
the alligator. He had both arms out and he was putting 
one foot in front of the other holding his balance. 

This is a good entry. I can get a good picture of the child 
holding his balance.  

Outside Claire was about to go down the slide and she 
realized that the slide was hot. She made a funny face 
and said "No Hot" and pulled back away from the slide 
and climbed back down the steps. 

This is a good entry. Her funny face and words, “No hot” 
tell me that she knows that the slide was hot. I also know 
how she resolved her problem of the hot slide.  

 
 
Claire tried to read to the babies in the class. 
 
 

Fill in your thoughts:  

 


