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Visual Supports in Everyday Lifeé  
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·Maps 

·Schematics  

·Visual assembly directions 

·Calendars 

·Street signs 

·Agendas 

·Written rules 

·Exit signs 

·Bathroom signs 

·More??? 

 

 



Visual Supports Can Beé 
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·Photographs 

·Video/Animated (e.g., SMART board, iPrompts) 

·Written words 

·Labels 

·Symbols (e.g., arrow) 

·Picture Symbols 

·Drawings 

·Objects 

·Timers/Clocks 

·Others?? 

 



Why Use Visual Supports? 
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·Get Organized 

·Give/Follow Directions 

·Understand Information 

·Support Behavior 

·Express Information 

·Transition 

·Comprehend  
¹ Rules 

¹ Expectations 

¹ Conventions 

º (Banda, Grimmett, & Hart, 2009). 

 



Visual Supports and Students with ASD and 
Related Disabilities. 
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·Children with ASD typically respond to visual input 

as their primary source of information. (Quill,1995 in 

Banda, Grimmett, & Hart, 2009) 

·The use of visual support systems can  

¹ Supplement verbal directions when students have deficits in 

auditory processing.  

¹ Decrease dependence and overreliance on adults and human 

resources. (Banda, Grimmett, & Hart, 2009) 
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Research on Visual Supports 

·Transition within an activity (Dauphin, Kinney, & Stromer, 2004: 
Morrison, Sainato, Benchaaban, & Endo, 2002) 

·Transition between activities  (Bryan & Gast, 2000; Dooley, 
Wilczenski, & Torem, 2001; Hall, McClannahan, & Krantz, 1995; 
MacDuff, Krantz, & McClannahan, 1993; Massey & Wheeler, 2000) 

·Social interactions (Krantz & McClannahan, 1998) 

·Choice making (Watanabe & Sturmey, 2003) 

·Self management in daily living skills (Pierce & Schriebman, 
1994) 

·On-task behavior (Bryan & Gast, 2000; Massey & Wheeler, 2000; 
Morrison et al., 2002) 

·Reducing tantrums (Dooley et al., 2001; MacDuff et al., 1993; 
Krantz & McClannahan, 1993) 

· Increasing compliance (Dettmer, Simpson, Myles, & Ganz, 2000) 


