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WHO AM I?

Dom Kelly | he/him
Founder, President 

and CEO

• Husband, father, movement leader, 
organizer, writer, social entrepreneur, 

political strategist, musician

• UPenn graduate, doctoral student

• Disabled since birth

• Student of disability justice
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NEW 
DISABLED 
SOUTH

27 team members

Fully disabled team  
intersecting with other 

identities -   queer, BIPOC, 
immigrant, and trans
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MISSION
To improve the lives of disabled people 
and build strong disability justice and 

rights movements in the South.

VISION
A South where liberation and 

justice for all disabled people is 
achievable.
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THE SOLUTION
• Organizing and base -building
• Investment in research and data
• Narrative change and storytelling
• Bleeding edge -tech and 

accessibility
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WINS
Historic govermment investment in 

Georgia’s community care
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WINS
First ever report on racial disparities 

in state care economy
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WINS
AI-powered policy dashboard to 
educate community and combat 

mis- and disinformation
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LOOKING AHEAD

• Launching the Black Disability Institute

• G ro wing  our Pla in La ng ua g e  Po lic y Da shb o a rd

• Drop p ing  a  Disabled Voter Bill of Rights  in G e o rg ia

• Exp a nd ing  o ur te a m
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WHY 
DISABLED 
VOTERS 
MATTER
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• 17.7 million disabled people 
voted in 2020. 15.8 million voted 
in 2022.

• Voter suppression impacts 
disabled voters 
disproportionately

• Disabled voters will vote in 
historic numbers this election 
cycle

• Current lack of data & specific 
outreach to disabled voters on 
a broad scale

newdisabledsouth.org



     

• Only 16% of polling places are 
accessible

• Barriers to absentee voting
⚬ Criminalization of assistance
⚬ ID requirements
⚬ Ballot drop box limits

• Long lines and poll worker 
training

• Plain language considerations

• Targeting voters in nursing 
homes and congregate settings
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GEORGIA IS 
DISABLED

https://youtu.be/nrjuI1u84rM?si=XLC3bMfxHzhvNRPu 
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https://youtu.be/nrjuI1u84rM?si=XLC3bMfxHzhvNRPu
https://youtu.be/nrjuI1u84rM?si=XLC3bMfxHzhvNRPu


A CULTURE ROOTED IN DISABILITY JUSTICE

Concern

Inf luence

Cont r ol
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A CULTURE ROOTED IN DISABILITY JUSTICE
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DREAMING OF NEW POSSIBILITIES AND 
MAKING THEM REAL

Imagine our communities in 

5 ye a rs
25 ye a rs

100 ye a rs
500 ye a rs

W ha t d oe s it fe e l like  to  b e  p a rt of c re a ting  
tha t future ?

W ha t d oe s it fe e l like  to  win?

W ha t d o e s it fe e l like  to  thrive  W HILE winning ?
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THANK YOU!
dom@newdisabledsouth.org
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