Welcome to Designed for Everyone!

Step 2
Step 1 Make sure you have access to
Visit Isuh.sc/ahDigitalAccess these programs:
In your internet browser to access Microsoft Word
files for the workshop. Adobe Express (browser)
Adobe Acrobat

Buddy-up with someone!
If you do not have a laptop, find a partner who does.
If you are not tech savvy, sit near someone who can help you.
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Jolie, set up these tools:
Timer - https://www.bigtimer.net/


https://lsuh.sc/ahDigitalaccess
https://lsuh.sc/ahDigitalaccess
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Presentation Notes
Hi, everyone. Welcome to our presentation on web accessibility. My name is Jolie Robichaux. I'm the outreach coordinator here at the Human Development Center, and [Rose intro] 


Building Capacity * Inspiring Change
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Human Development Center
at LSU Health New Orleans
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Communication Skills for
Working with People Who Are
Visually Impaired or Blind
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Course taught by Rose Angelocci,
Ph.D. available across all LSUHSC
schools.




Our goal today

=S AV

Understand how

. Become aware of Understand
different people barriers to the web solutions to
access the internet n . o
and digital and ot er digital common digital
materials. barriers.

information.
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Our goal today, we want you to understand how people access the Internet. We want you to become aware of barriers to the web and other digital materials. And we want you to recognize solutions to common digital barriers.
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What is digital
—— accessibility?

'L 1
£

® It’s about universality.

Making websites and digital services that can be accessed and
used by everyone - people on different devices, in different
environments and with different abilities.

AbilityNet. (n.d.). What is digital accessibility? AbilityNet. https://abilitynet.org.uk/resources/digital-accessibility/what-is-digital-accessibility
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So what is web accessibility? Well, it's the inclusive practice of making websites usable for people of all abilities. And that goes beyond the web. So that includes digital documents and other things you access on the computer. 

Please note that there is a lot of information out there regarding web accessibility, which has to do with the coding and website design. You as healthcare and education professionals don’t have to focus on that too much. This presentation is specifically regarding web accessibility best practices and has a focus on sharing materials for users who are blind or have low-vision. 

https://abilitynet.org.uk/resources/digital-accessibility/what-is-digital-accessibility
https://abilitynet.org.uk/resources/digital-accessibility/what-is-digital-accessibility
https://abilitynet.org.uk/resources/digital-accessibility/what-is-digital-accessibility
https://abilitynet.org.uk/resources/digital-accessibility/what-is-digital-accessibility
https://abilitynet.org.uk/resources/digital-accessibility/what-is-digital-accessibility
https://abilitynet.org.uk/resources/digital-accessibility/what-is-digital-accessibility
https://abilitynet.org.uk/resources/digital-accessibility/what-is-digital-accessibility
https://abilitynet.org.uk/resources/digital-accessibility/what-is-digital-accessibility
https://abilitynet.org.uk/resources/digital-accessibility/what-is-digital-accessibility

Essential to some.
Useful for all.

Web and digital accessibility makes
interacting with documents, websites,
phones, and other tech easier for
everyone.
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We want to stress that accessibility is good design. It's essential to some, but useful for all. Don't forget that when we're designing websites for people, we're not just the designing them for people who just have visible disabilities. Accessible websites are used by our aging grandparents or people who may not have a lot of access to technology and aren’t as tech savvy. 

This tagline is used by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI), an organization that really sets the standard for web accessibility. They offer free courses at the link at the bottom of the slide. 



It’s the law!

Web Accessibility
Legal Standards

Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), 1996

A website with inaccessible features
can limit the ability of people with
disabilities to access a public
accommodation’s goods, services, and
privileges available through that
website.

U.S. Department of Justice. (2022, March 18). Guidance on web accessibility
and the ADA. ADA.gov. https://www.ada.gov/resources/web-guidance/

Rehabilitation Act, 1998
Section 508

Agencies must give disabled employees
and members of the public access to
information comparable to the access

available to others.

U.S. General Services Administration. (n.d.). Laws and policies.
Section508.gov. https://www.section508.gov/manage/laws-and-policies/
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Not only is accessibility good design, but it’s a basic human right! All people deserve equal access to information. 

In fact, it's written into law. Here are a couple laws to note.
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) ensures people with disabilities are not discriminated against. Although web accessibility is not explicitly stated, if a business offers products and services on their website or mobile apps, they must still ensure that people with disabilities have equal access.
Section 508 requires Federal agencies to provide persons with disabilities to have comparable access to and use of electronic information


https://www.ada.gov/resources/web-guidance/
https://www.ada.gov/resources/web-guidance/
https://www.ada.gov/resources/web-guidance/
https://www.section508.gov/manage/laws-and-policies/
https://www.section508.gov/manage/laws-and-policies/
https://www.section508.gov/manage/laws-and-policies/
https://www.section508.gov/manage/laws-and-policies/
https://www.section508.gov/manage/laws-and-policies/

The World Wide
Web Consortium

Ve & 9 %

FV® Web Accessibility
7 Initiative WAI (W3C)
An international that develops
Accessibility: Essential for some, useful for all. web standards.

Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAGQG)

W3C developed a set of internationally recognized standards
for making digital content accessible to people with
disabillities.
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The Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) provide an international set of guidelines. They are developed by the Worldwide Web Consortium (W3C), the governing body of the web. - https://webaim.org/intro/
Meniton WebAIM - Expanding the potential of the web for people with disabilities by empowering individuals and organizations to create accessible content.�


Today’s focus:

Users who rely on screen readers or
alternative keyboards and mouse.

* Rely on keyboard navigation and
shortcuts

» Speech recognition for speech-to-text
(STT) transcription

» Text-to-speech
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For those with physical differences, they may use shortcuts, Alternate keyboards & mouse. Please note that you should never need a mouse to navigate a website. Accessible websites will have the ability to tab through the page. Folks may also rely on Speech recognition for speech-to-text (STT) transcription, virtual assistants, and other speech user interfaces.

The image in the slide depicts a young man in a wheelchair using the computer through a virtual keyboard that he's controlling with a mouse and track ball with his hand

Linked on this slide is another video that I highly encourage you to watch so you can see the various adaptive technology people use to access the internet. Essentially, this video gives context to a lot of the requirements of web accessibility. When designing an accessible website or document, you need to keep these tools in mind for universal accessibility.  



What does digital

accessibility look
like?

watchon EBVouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bm8h1p9knzY &list=PLIHG
RoeOVB1N7eF1sj-arPJGOtSTIJDsW&pp=gAQBIAQB

more of them around
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Before we look at making the web accessible, you need to first understand how different people access the internet. Check out this video to see different perspectives from people of different abilities. 

NOTE THAT THESE VIDEOS WERE DEVELOPED FOR WEB PROGRAMMERS.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bm8h1p9knzY&list=PLIHGRoeOVB1N7eF1sj-qrPJG0tSTlJDsW&pp=gAQBiAQB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bm8h1p9knzY&list=PLIHGRoeOVB1N7eF1sj-qrPJG0tSTlJDsW&pp=gAQBiAQB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bm8h1p9knzY&list=PLIHGRoeOVB1N7eF1sj-qrPJG0tSTlJDsW&pp=gAQBiAQB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bm8h1p9knzY&list=PLIHGRoeOVB1N7eF1sj-qrPJG0tSTlJDsW&pp=gAQBiAQB

Real-World Examples

Common examples of digital
barriers we experience at work.
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Digital accessibilly workshop at LSUHSC
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Digital accessibility wo! rkshop at LSUHSC

— Graphics in Emails
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Hit Come outto our Digital Access.ibilm,rWarkshupthia month!

Title: Designed for Everyone: Creating Accessiole Digital Materials for Healthcare & Fducation u
What: Lean essential practices 1o help you design flyers. documents, and teaching materials that work well for everyong, especially

individuals with low vision. Bring a {aptop! Session includes 3 hands-on activity.

When and where: TWo sessions are available on either July 15 from 10-11:301n the AH/SON puilding Room 138 or July 24 from

1:30-3:00 0 the HDC puilding room 231

information about the event

Click here for more i
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Inaccessible
Word Documents

This Mandatory Reporter
training how-to guide had
essential information in the
Images that were not listed
anywhere else.

How would someone with a
screen reader or low vision
know how to log-in to this
mandatory training?
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Everyday
Digital
Accessibility

Follow these WCAG tips to ensure
your website or document is
accessible for all.
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And now for the fun part. In this next section, we will review essentials to check from a consumer view. As mentioned, we do not expect you to be coding accessibility into your website, but you can be sure to use this checklist when reviewing a website and creating a document.



Digital Accessibility Checklist

Make sure to have: e ~

o ———— . . —— — —— —— —— —— —— —— — — — — —— — — — ———

(B Iy Iy Iy N BO WOy

Headings

Alt text

Plain language or easy to read text
Avoid color reliance

Avoid visual clutter

Correct reading order

Color contrast \
Clear font styles and size @~ =

Don’t rely on your eyes
when designing!

o ———— — — — — — — — —

e e e e o — — — — — — — — — — —
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We must ensure our PowerPoints, documents, and flyers can be read correctly by the computer.

Because blind and low vision users rely on screen readers, we must make sure our PowerPoints, documents, and flyers can be read correctly by the computer. Don’t rely on your eyes when designing! 
Here is my personal checklist of top accessibility tips when I design anything. Let’s go through each one. 



Headings

e * Headings communicate the
: organization of the content on the
Heading 2 (~2) page
y (HTML) of the web page to build . . . .
Heading 3 3| and it can only do this if the * Breaks information into easier to

Heading (~g M '.J-,'he?lcreatinia *1«-"&:[} pz‘rge, Jlf

I[cading54 — <h1> Main Heading </h1> read Chunks

P |+ Screen reader users can navigate a
ch2> Sub Heading </h2> page according to its headings

<h3> Sub sub heading </h3>

* Use design layouts, templates and
style sheets

<h3> Sub sub heading </h3>
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First, let’s talk headings and reading order. Think of headings as creating the page Outline. Headings guide the eye, provide context and clumps information together. Screen reader users can navigate a page according to its headings, listen to a list of all headings, and skip to a desired heading to begin reading at that point. It also organizes information together in a more readable way for all.

Fortunately, Microsoft word and most content management systems offer preset templates and styles that make creating headings easy.

And then, if you want to learn more about headings and why they're important. you could click that link from W. 3 c. There.


Organizing Headings on the Web

e Start with Heading 1.

* There should only be one
Heading 1 level.

* Do not skip heading levels.

 Establish a clear hierarchy of
information.

@ Heading Demo
@ About this Demo

@ The Importance of Headings

@ How Screen Readers List Headings

University of South Carolina Digital Accessibility. (n.d.). Heading hierarchy. Section: Best practices by topic. University of South Carolina.
https://sc.edu/about/offices and divisions/digital-accessibility/toolbox/best practices/heading hierarchy/



https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/digital-accessibility/toolbox/best_practices/heading_hierarchy/
https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/digital-accessibility/toolbox/best_practices/heading_hierarchy/
https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/digital-accessibility/toolbox/best_practices/heading_hierarchy/

Organizing Headings in Word

ilings  Review View Help RefWorks - RCM  Acrobat

Normal No Spacing Heading Heading 2

Titl_e Subtitle  SubtleEmpha  Emphasis

Intense Emph Strong Quote Intense Quote

SUBTLE REFERE INTENSEREFER  Book Title  List Paragrapt

A+ Create a Style
’é@ Clear Formatting

:'5*_> Apply Styles...

« Use Heading 1 for your main
sections.

* You can have multiple Heading 1s,
unlike the web.

* Do not skip heading levels.

 Establish a clear hierarchy of
information.



Alt Text

Alt text should always convey
content or function. Try to:

* be accurate and equivalent to
N represent content and function.

Tourists pose for pictures e be succinct without sacrificing
while touching the foot of

the John Harvard Statue.

accuracy.

* not include phrases like "image
of ..." or "graphic of ...", etc.
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Next up is Alt text and captions. It’s important that we provide equivalent alternatives to auditory & visual content by adding Alt text to images and captions for video content. 

Alt Text should convey the “why” of the image as it relates to the content of a document or webpage. It is read aloud to users by screen reader software, and it is indexed by search engines. 

When writing alt text, remember to be accurate in representing the content and function of the image. It should be succinct without sacrificing accuracy. And don’t include phrases like "image of ..." or "graphic of ...", etc.

Lastly, all audio and video clips should be captioned. 


Writing
Alt Text

Here are examples
from the University
of South Carolina

Alt Text: The USC
smoke stack stands
tall before the bright
blue, partly cloudy
sky.

This Is an
example of a
Decorative Icon
that should not
have alt text.
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Presentation Notes
Let’s look at alt text examples from University of South Carolina. Check out the first one. It’s a smokestack on campus. The Alt text says The USC smoke stack stands tall before the bright blue, partly cloudy sky.

That’s descriptive, succinct, pretty alt text. It doesn't take away from the beauty of the image.

Let’s look at the last image. It’s an icon depicting a stack of books. This is considered a decorative icon or decorative image. Such decorative images do not contribute to any useful information to the page, and should not have all text. When you come across this type of image, mark it as a decorative image or leave the alt attribute as null.

If you want to see the original source for these examples, just click that hyperlink text that says, University of South Carolina.


Adding Alt Text

Alt Text can be automatically
generated in some programs

NEW ORLEANS

School of Allied Health Professions
Human Development Center

Alt Text 4

How would you describe this object and its
context to someone who is blind or low
vision?

- The subject(s) in detail

- The setting

- The actions or interactions

- Other relevant information

(1-2 detailed sentences recommended)

A cityscape of buildings and boats on a
river

Description autematically generated

Generate alt text far me

[] Approve alt text 0
[ | Mark as decorative 0

Give feedback on this alt text
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Good news, the software developers for Microsoft Word and PowerPoint as well as social media sites like Facebook are automatically generating alt text. Here is an example. I think they did an okay job. 

There’s an image of a waterfront cityscape in Nanjing, China with the buildings decorated with lights. The Alt text described it as a cityscape of buildings and boats on a river.

The alt text describes the image, but loses regional characteristic that may be important to the content this image is linked to. 

While it’s great there is automatically generated alt text, don’t ever rely on it. You'll find Facebook has pretty lousy alt text, too.  When reviewing the alt text, make it more genuine to the image’s purpose and what it's referencing to the content.

There’s a link  toa resource from Microsoft that tells you everything you need to know about writing effective alt text.


Correcting the
Document Properties

Required Document Properties for Accessibility:
« Title — Concise and descriptive title

« Subject — Very short description of the
document’s subject

« Author — best practice is to put the office
that owns the document rather than the
person who created it

University of North Carolina Digital Accessibility Office. (n.d.). Word accessibility. Digital Accessibility
Office, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. https://digitalaccessibility.unc.edu/word-accessibility/

Properties ~

Size 13.1MB

Slides 45

Hidden slides 0

Title Designed for Everyone: Digi...
Tags Add atag

Categories Add a category

Related Dates

Last Maodified 7/15/2025 3:02 PM
Created 10/18/2023 4:26 PM
Last Printed T15/2025 7:59 AM

Related People

Author
Robichaux, Jolie M.
(]

Angelocci, Rose M.

Add an author

Last Modified B
Y @ Robichaux, Jolie M.

Related Documents

Open File Location

Show All Properties
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Document properties give important information to both the user and the assistive technology they use. 


https://digitalaccessibility.unc.edu/word-accessibility/
https://digitalaccessibility.unc.edu/word-accessibility/
https://digitalaccessibility.unc.edu/word-accessibility/
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g - Introduction to Digital Accessibility
R Digital accessibility ensures that all users—regardless of ability—can perceive,
e s a n . understand, navigate, and interact with digital content. As a university community, it is our
) responsibility to make sure that our websites, documents, and learning platforms are

: inclusive for everyone. This includes individuals with disabilities who may use assistive
. technologies like screen readers, voice input, or keyboard navigation.
e x i When digital resources are not accessible, we unintentionally create barriers to learning,
. communication, and participation. Making content accessible benefits everyone—not just
. those with disabilities—by improving usability, structure, and clarity for all users.

Why Digital Accessibility Matters

L L .
TI m e : 5 m I n utes . Accessibility is a legal and ethical obligation. Federal laws such as the Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act require that digital content
be accessible to people with disabilities. But more than compliance, accessibility is about
equity—ensuring all students, staff, and faculty have equal access to information and
opportunities.

1. Use Word’s Heading
Styles to create Heading
levels 1, 2, and 3

2. Add alt text to the images

Diverse Needs of Users



Plain Language and Easy Read

« Always use natural language

NOW THIS LOOKS LIKE i'™M uDERSTANDIN' ALL M GONNA GO MAKE ° Be m I n dfu I Of yo u r a u d Ie n Ce ’
someTHin' i'D READ!  This iNFO UP iN HeRre! SOME INFORMED Decisions! AVO | d teCh N |Ca| Ja rg on an d
\ unusual words

* Organize the information
» Keep it conversational

* Design for a 6 to 8" grade
reading level

READRRILITY  PLAIN LaNGuAGE  HEALTH LITERACY
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Let’s talk about plain language. When we use words people understand, our content is more findable, accessible, and inclusive. When we use jargon in our writing, we risk losing users’ trust.
Be as straightforward as possible. Organize the information properly through headers and lists when possible. Be mindful of your audience when designing a website or document. 

This image is pretty cute. I think it's an example of end goal for what we do every day and when we communicate information. The first figure labeled Readability. someone is holding a document. They have an engaged look on their face as they read the document. The person says, “now, this looks like something I read.”

The next person is labelled plain language. The person is pointing at the document and has a big grin on their face. They’re saying, “I'm understanding all of the info on this page.”

The last person is labelled health Literacy. Now the person is running with the document in their  hand. And he's saying, I'm going to go make some informed decisions right!” That’s what we want to see. 

 So through readability and plain language. We're giving people the tools to fully understand what's happening in the world around them.


T M365 Copilot &} ©

Today
S h L
Q. seard u
O chat o . ]
Can you put the LSU Health New Orleans’ mission statement into a 6th grade
Agents -~ reading level? Their mission statement is “To serve state and regional

Elmeagmis communities through excellence in teaching the next generation of physicians

and scientists, advancing biomedical knowledge, and providing skilled and
Create agent

Al for reading

compassionate clinical care to all.”

Conversations o
& copilot ©
Pages ~
Here's a version of LSU Health New Orleans’ mission statement rewritten at a 6th grade reading level:
f& Create
® “We help our community by teaching future doctors and scientists, discovering new medical knowledge,
Apps

and giving kind and expert care to everyone.”

Would you like this version to be even simpler or more detailed for a specific audience, like younger students

or a community outreach brochure?

* Design for a 6 to 8
grade reading level

* Al tools can help you
achieve this!

Sources v

g 0 5H QD

Make it even simpler. Add examples of community service. Explain what biomedical knowledge means. RS
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e

©

JR  Jolie Robichaux
Al-generated content may be incorrect



Color Reliance

Mushrooms

« Angel Wing

* Chanterelle

. Edible Mushrooms Poisonous Mushrooms
* Chanterelle « Angel Wing

’ « Morel « Conocybe Filaris

’ « Meadow « Lilac Bonnet

. * Maitake  Webcap

green = edible
red = poisonous
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Next, accessibility tip is color reliance. You should never use color as the only means of conveying content or information. 
This example from CSUF shows an example of color reliance. A list appears depicting edible and poisonous mushrooms. Green text shows edible mushrooms and red text shows poisonous mushrooms. That could result in dire consequences for those who can't depict the different colors. The solution is to separate the list into 2 lists; one list identifying the edible mushrooms and the second list identifying the poisonous mushrooms.


Mushrooms COIOr Reliance

* Angel Wing
*» Chanterelle
* Conecyberkilaris

Y i 4  Color can never be the only

. ore .

+ Weatu means of conveying content or

. information.

. epcap

areen = edible * Never rely on color text, i.e., red

o0 poronos or green text alone to provide

information

Edible Mushrooms Poisonous Mushrooms o _ _
+ Chanterelle * Angel Wing * This includes highlighted, bold,
* Morel * Conocybe Filaris . . .
« Meadow * Lilac Bonnet and under“ned teXt IN an ema”!
* Maitake *« Webcap

ATC CSUF. (2022, October 3). Avoid color reliance. In Accessibility — IT Knowledge Base. California State University, Fullerton.
https://csuf.screenstepslive.com/m/96806/1/1610103-avoid-color-reliance



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next, accessibility tip is color reliance. You should never use color as the only means of conveying content or information. 
This example from CSUF shows an example of color reliance. A list appears depicting edible and poisonous mushrooms. Green text shows edible mushrooms and red text shows poisonous mushrooms. That could result in dire consequences for those who can't depict the different colors. The solution is to separate the list into 2 lists; one list identifying the edible mushrooms and the second list identifying the poisonous mushrooms.

https://csuf.screenstepslive.com/m/96806/l/1610103-avoid-color-reliance
https://csuf.screenstepslive.com/m/96806/l/1610103-avoid-color-reliance
https://csuf.screenstepslive.com/m/96806/l/1610103-avoid-color-reliance
https://csuf.screenstepslive.com/m/96806/l/1610103-avoid-color-reliance
https://csuf.screenstepslive.com/m/96806/l/1610103-avoid-color-reliance
https://csuf.screenstepslive.com/m/96806/l/1610103-avoid-color-reliance
https://csuf.screenstepslive.com/m/96806/l/1610103-avoid-color-reliance

Color Contrast

D ©'.© and black
REEEREEES Green and black « Contrast and color use are vital
LR - on biack to accessibility
“Two values of the same color * High contrast ensures
information is distinguishable.
« The WCAG requires a minimum

contrast ratio of at least 4.5:1

Here are some examples of text with almost exactly 4.5:1 contrast.

* Gray (#767676) on white
¢ Purple (#CC21CC) white

» Red (#E60000) on yellow (#FFFF47)



Contrast Checker

Home > Resources > Contrast Checker Res o u rce .
[ |
Foreground Color Background Color
FOLDFE | m— (EEFEFE ] [ WebAIM Contrast

Lightness > Lightness

=== == Checker

Contrast Ratio

8.59:1
vermalink https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/

Normal Text

XTI Pass |

WCAG AAA- @ The five boxing wizards jump quickly.

 Allows you to test color

Large Text . .

XTI Pass | _ o . . COmblnathnS

WCAG AAA: @ The five boxing wizards jump quickly.

Graphical Objects and User Interface Components i Ca N nOt use MOZ| I Ia F| refOX
(XYY Pass ) v

[Text Input |




O®
0000
o @

Time: 5 minutes

Activity:
WebAIM Contrast
Checker

https://webaim.org/resources/contrastchecker/

1. Download the Contrast
Checker Word Doc

2. Go to the Contrast Checker link

3. Which color combination in the
circles passes the WCAG
guidelines?



Easy to Read Font

Size

» Digital documents

 Text size does not matter
for digital documents
because users can zoom

 Slideshows:
* Headings: 32 points
« Text: 22-28 points

Fonts

Use sans-serif fonts.
 Calibri
 Arial

» Tahoma

» Verdana
» Poppins



Reading Order

B Ao @ B 9-

Fle  Home

Check
Accessibilty

Review

2 1 [ 1

Rule #6
- Reading Order =t

+ A PPT's Reading Order tells the screen
reader which order to read the contents.

| o
+ Use Microsoft's built-in Accessibility N
Checker to find slides that have possible
e problems with reading order.
Learn more from this Microsoft article —
about the Reading Order pane.
- >
=

3 ) 5 6

Rule #6
R

T = Accesible PPTGuidelines & « Saving...~ O search Robichaus, Jolie M. 2, - [u] X
Insert Draw Design Transtions Animations View Help Acrobat Accessibilty [® Record | (& presentin Teams | [+
tH o ®@
o () Aways Use Subtiles @
inspect  Spellhg Siide | Reacing | Alt 5 subtite Settings Accessibility
without Color Title~ [Order Pane| Text & o Help
Color & Contrast ) 5 Captions & Sublitles & Resources
ST a s

Reading Order

1 Title 1: Rule #6 Reading Order
2 TextPlaceholder 5: APPTs Re...
3 aPicture12

4 AOval13

5 0vall4

* Reading Order tells the
screen reader which
information to follow next.

* |t should follow a logical
and visual flow.

* You can set the reading
order in PPT and PDF.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One major topic we haven’t covered yet is reading order. Reading order tells a screen reader which information to follow next. This applies to websites, but you can also set the reading order in Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and Adobe PDF, too. 

Be careful when you save documents to PDF because their reading order rarely saves correctly. It’s frustrating! We won’t cover this today, but when you're in a situation where you have to update the accessibility of a PDF document, just Google how to fix it. It's really not too hard. 

If you have trouble finding how to access PowerPoint’s reading order, click that link. 


Example:
Wonky Flyer

Original flyer made in Canva

DESIGNED
FOR EVERYONE:

Creating Accessible Digital Materials
for Healthcare & Education

TOPIC: TWO SESSIONS
AVAILABLE:

In healthcare and higher education, clear and
accessible communication is critical—not just

for compliance, but for quality teaching and JULY 15
patient care. 10:00 - 11:30
i i ol dic AH/SON Bid
This workshop will introduce essential digital I;,oom 138 9

accessibility practices to help you design flyers,
documents, and teaching materials that work
well for everyone, including individuals with low
vision or those who rely on screen readers. JULY 249
10:00 - T1:30
HDC Bid
Room 23

Bring a laptop! Session includes a hands-on
activity to demonstrate the mechanics of
accessibility in digital materials.

Lsu Hea I I:h The workshop is hosted by faculty and staff of the

NEW ORLEANS Human Development Center, Louisiana’s University

School of Allied Health Professions Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities.

Human Development Center




Avoid visual clutter

» Clean designs reach a
broader audience

Clutter is distracting and
can be overstimulating

White/empty space is good
Avoid blocks of text
Less is best

Powell, D. (2019, October 6). Designing for accessibility: How
we created expert-approved templates. Solopress.
https://www.solopress.com/blog/print-inspiration/designing-for-
accessibility-how-we-created-expert-approved-templates/

READABILITY

NOw THIS Looks LIKE
semeTHIN' i'D READ!

\

mn M

Large left
aligned title

Using sentence case, bold or semi-bold weights
are recommended. While also avoiding italics,
underlining, simulated handwriting fonts and
decorative typefaces.

Recommended size of 14pt for people that are visually
impaired

When printing, use a cream or off-white non-glossy

paper to reduce glare.

Colour contrast Fonts

Foreground text should Use sans serif fonts as
meet the minimum colour they provide relief to the
contrast ratio. eye. Use fonts like:

® Helvetica
Minimum ratio: 4.5:1 ®* Verdana

* Arial
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This weekend only

It can still be pretty!

«— Contrasting colors

— Left-aligned
: y «— Large font size
S «— Clear messaging

20% off flyers « Structured order
and posters — Spread out content

Starting September until October

Powell, D. (2019, October 6). Designing for accessibility: How we created
expert-approved templates. Solopress. https://www.solopress.com/blog/print-
inspiration/designing-for-accessibility-how-we-created-expert-approved-templates/

Terms and conditions apply.

See website for details . SOlopress
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Check the Accessibility Tests!

Many programs like Microsoft and Adobe build-in an
accessibility checker.

= menu {y ¥ DesignedforEveryone F.. X  Untitled - July 10, 2025 at 11.24.20 + Create

a AutoSave @ [','?3 'Q w2 _1 o< Designed for Everyone JR and RA g - Saved v A

Alltools  Edit  Convert  E-Sign
File Home Insert Design  Transitions goations  Slide Show  Record  Review
¢ Prepare for accessibility X
e [ (25 i gty J|VF:| @ I
v . 5% azm A | v
Spelling Check Translate Language New Delete Previous [8 Automatically tag PDF @‘
Accessibility ¥ v Changes \§Comment v 2
| J &,
. Pracfing (% Check Accessibility Check Accessibility Comments o
E g [~ Keep it inclusive.
Alt Text
= Al
Lot . ot i @& Check for accessibility IN-PERSON
i E‘l' Reading Order Pane foellcl:‘luismaacceesssl‘ilkrjlit?'ab;S(]tL:Jrrta‘CEt.ices C hE & LSUH No
’ ’ y Al Check this doci #
mﬁs’gﬁ:‘ggs I:h . . we'll help you fix issues quickly @E‘n ‘ won K
ot % Options: Accessibility with easy-to-follow directions og Many prof ] ] s Ho P
= recommendations. [ Identify form fields
@ Accessibility Help
Tell me more Add alternate text
38 @
Check the Acces . ,\: N;
X Usé

Many programs like Microsoft and Adol
accessibility checker.

FOR)

= Creating

E 4 Design Software

a, @ for Heqlt||




Y WAVE

web accessibility evaluation tool

Check the Accessibility Tests!

WAVE® is a suite of evaluation tools that helps web
authors make their web content more accessible to
Individuals with disabillities.

www.wave.webaim.orqg/



https://wave.webaim.org/

Design Software

Microsoft Products Canva

Word and PowerPoint
have the best built-in
accessibility features.

Easily exports to PDF.
Few templates.

Pretty and easy to
use.

NOT Accessible.



Design Software

Microsoft Products Canva Adobe Express

- Fun templates.
Word and PowerPoint
have the best built-in Pretty ir;i easy to Comparable to
accessibility features. ' Canva.

NOT Accessible. Easy access reading

Easily exports to PDF. order.

Few templates.



Part 1:
Create graphic in
Adobe Express

10 minutes to
design

Final Activity

tomaticallytag P07

...............

Part 2:
Check for accessibility
in Adobe Acrobat

Part 3:
Send graphic
in email



Part 1:
Create graphic in
Adobe Express

10 minutes to
design

Final Activity

Type of design: “Instagram Portrait Post”

Event copy (in case you need inspiration):
Title: Digital Accessibility Workshop

Body Text: Learn how to create accessible digital
materials for healthcare & education

Date: July 24 from 1:30 to 3:00 PM in the HDC
building, Room 231.

Register: Isuh.sc/ahDigitalAccess

Brought to you by The Human Development Center


https://lsuh.sc/ahdigitalaccess
https://lsuh.sc/ahDigitalaccess

That’s all folks!

Contact us:

Rose Angelocci, Ph.D., range@lsuhsc.edu
Jolie Robichaux, jrob44@lsuhsc.edu

Please take our
survey ©

https://forms.office.com

[rISJAGXYY46X

Other accessibility
heeds to consider

« Captions for videos
» ASL interpreter

* Provide a copy of presentation slides
or research poster

 Instead of sharing a PDF, provide a
Word document

« Audio descriptions in video
 Video transcripts


mailto:range@lsuhsc.edu
mailto:jrob44@lsuhsc.edu
https://forms.office.com/r/SJA6XYY46X
https://forms.office.com/r/SJA6XYY46X
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